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FOTE ON ASSYRTAN SETILEMENT

It will be recnlled thst the feayrian commnity, numbering
gﬁnt 30,000, =t present in Trag snd Syris, were driven “rom theip
originel home in the mountslpous Hakkiarl district af Turkey sa

a result of san mmeucceasfnol revoli which hall beEsn largely
encoursged by Imperiel Russinsn suthorities in connsction with
militery operations sgainst the Tarke during the last war,
Subgeguently they werée jeft atrended in Ireg by = decision aof the
goun-il of the lesgus of Nations, whiczh wss alrongly appossd by

Fls Il'.uj&nt_f'f'r GovernmeEnt in the Unlted Fipedom, to award Hekid apd
territory to Turkey instead of to Irsq, Thes Turkish Government have
conslatently nﬁuﬂgd the re-sdmlssion of ths fssyrienn to the @
Hakklara dlstrict or to any other Turkish territopy. And the

frentisr gueation could not usefully be re-opened on the basis of
a territorisl exchenge between Turkey and Irsq, since i

(@) the Turks hsve in recent yesrs met much store by the
- development of thelr esstern provinces.

(B) there 1s no sufficiéntly sttrantive guid uo
' which Traq could be pressed to offep ito gunﬁgr. =nd
(2} Irsgi Government could hardly be {nduced to surrender

territory to Turkey for sole purpoze of benefiting
the disliked Assyrlena.

B Mohsmmedan Tragls dislike of the Chirstlan lzsyrisns 1sd

to constant friction between them which eulminated in fighting
Between the fseyrisns end Ireqgl forees in 1923 involving meseanrs
‘of Aeversl huadred Aseyriensz st 3imel, Whole question Ethen came
‘before Leegne of Wetiona which set up specisl igsyplsn Commintee

to atrempl o re-seittile the fssyrisnd outside Irso. This Committes
‘88t about its task bearing in mind that the Assyrisns, a herd-working
anid honest people, were pastorsl rathernthan egricultural in their
inelinations end best sulted to mountsinous terrain, Schemea for
Seitling them in Persna district of Brasil, in Sritish Quimns,
Parsgusy, @_ﬁ_#lngpthFe were thoroughly investipated with, for various
ressons, no ‘Buecess. An ebortive attompt was made to seitle them in
Ghsb disteick of Syria. This scheme broke down bocause the Ppepeh
found themselves obliped in 1932 to pramies mccelcrated pollticsl
emmnelipation to Syrlan Republio, and re-integrstion inio Syria
proper of hitherto autonomous terr!tory of Letekkis din which the Gheb
Bcheme was altunted., However, before negotistions broke down, 10,000
Assyrisng hel been ftemporarily ssttled by the Freneh anthoritiss

‘on the Khebur river in North Esat Syris in sntinipaticn nf thair
Ermunt settlemant in the Gheb sres. These Assyrisans remsin there
_to this dey. A proposal to setsle the Assyriane in the L:zbapon was
‘then exemined hut the Vrench wers not dlspozed o permit s stironzly
pre=British cimmunity to settlz in their midst.

B The Leagn= Dommitise hed therefore po slternative but to
face the fect Lhat 4ts efforte had Feiled snd thal the pest service
3t could 4o for the isayrispa wonld be henesforfh to sssiat Assyrian
communities hoth on the Hhsbur and in Treg to settle down ss rapidly
'BS-possible in their present homss in the 3tstes of Syris snd Irsag
respeatively, end to aceept politicel essimilstion while rstsiping
theistatua of & selipious minority.

#s B0 fer ss the Dominions are concerned the Governments of
h!?.-ﬁ_»'- the Commonwealth of Australis, Mew Zeslnnd end tha Unlen
‘of Buuth Afries, sll preceived =n sppesl Jespatehed by the Lespie
Sscretaciat in Yovember 1035 to = lorge number of countries to
consider tehing Asayrians am setilers. Subaeguently 1p June 1934
,ﬂ!;!'ﬁhb.r'_‘- appeals were addreesed to Australia, Csnada and the tnion
ef South ATrica. None of ths four GCovemments was able to plve
favourahle cansideration o the eroposal o sentle Asayrians in
thelr territory, The Commonwealth Oovarament did not dsfinitely
refiise but sisted thet owing to exlat!ing mnemploymant and ather
Wﬂaibﬁﬂiﬁgma they o uld not at thet time sce thein way
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